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and I believe in war bereft of every trace of violence. An
essentially non-violent man does not calculate the 'consequ-
ences. The English pacifists you are talking of calculate,
and when they speak of pacifism they do so with the
mental reservation that when pacifism fails arms might
be used. With them not non-violence but arms are the
ultimate sanction, as was the case with Woodrow Wilson's
Fourteen Points. No, some one has to arise in England
with the living faith to say that England, whatever happens,
shall not use arms. They are a nation fully armed, and if
they having the power deliberately refuse to use arms,
theirs will be the first example of Christianity in active
practice on a mass scale. That will be a real miracle."
Harijan, 14-5-1938                                                       M. D.
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QUALIFICATIONS OF A PEACE BRIGADE

Some time ago I suggested the formation of a  peace
brigade whose members would risk their lives in dealing
with riots, especially communal.   The idea was that this
brigade should substitute the police and even the military.
This reads ambitious. The achievement may prove impos-
sible.  Yet, if the Congress is to succeed in its non-violent
struggle, it must develop the power to deal peacefully with
such situations.   Communal riots are engineered by politi-
cally-minded men.  Many of those who take part in them
are under the influence of the latter.   Surely it should not
be beyond the wit of Congressmen  to devise a  method
or methods of avoiding ugly communal situations by peace-
ful means.   I say this irrespective of whether there is or
there is not a communal pact.   It   cannot be that any
party seels to force  a  pact by  violent  means.    Even  if
such a pact were a possibility, it would not be worth the
paper on which it might be written.   For behind such a
pact there will be no common understanding.    What is
more, even after a pact is arrived at it would be too much
to expect that there would never be any communal riots.